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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Summer Film Project focuses on 1 Story Time'
Hollywood cinematographer Jack Anderson
has returned to Grand Rapids for his fifth year
as director of photography. California native
Elizabeth C. Grant is corning on location
to see her script "Story Time," translated to
film. It's all part of the GVSU Summer Film
Project, an intensive 12-week program.
Now in its 12th year, the unique project
offers Grand Valley students in the School of
Communications an opportunity to work sideby-side with film industry professionals and
use a half-million dollar Panalfex Super 16
film camera, on loan through a generous program with Panavision. They produce a short
film, from start to finish, during two six-week
classes, and premiere the finished project at a
local theater in the fall .
"Story Time" is being produced and directed
by Robert Hurst, an independent filmmaker
and visiting professor in the GVSU film and
video production major. Hurst and Anderson
are leading an all-student film crew made up

Across Campus
Four candidates selected
for Grand Valley president
Donna Brooks, chair of the Presidential Search
Advisory Committee, announced June 13
that the committee has forwarded the names
of four candidates to the Presidential Search
Committee (the Board of Trustees) for its consideration.
The Presidential Search Committee will now
begin the process of reviewing the qualifications of the recommended candidates to
replace outgoing President Mark A. Murray.
Murray will leave Grand Valley August
1 to become president of Meijer Inc. The
Presidential Search Committee will be in communication with the campus community as the
process continues.
The PSAC was comprised of four trustees
and representatives of Grand Valley's faculty,
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of GVSU film/video majors,
including first assistant director Adam Werth and camera
operator Bob Jardien.
Filming challenges have
included an evening accident
scene where a child actor is
trapped in a car in a river. Art
Director Dave Soukup said
among the many safety precautions they planned are an
off-camera tow truck cable
securing the car in the river
and a crew member with
blankets and life jackets hiding in the back seat.

From left to right: Summer Film Project students Scott Sheppard,
Adam Werth and Tony Magnus work with producer/director
Robert Hurst, Hollywood cinematographer Jack Anderson and
student Steve D'Haem to set up a scene in the Hager-Lubbers
Exhibition Hall, transformed into a courthouse hallway

The screenplay was written by Grant, who lives in
Sherman Oaks, California.
She teaches sociology at Chabot College;
her script was selected out of 68 competition
entries from 13 states and three countries. It is

a serious, character-driven story that unfolds
as the film progresses, about a woman in her
30s who is a recovering alcoholic.

···-------------------------staff, student body, alumni and the community
at large. It was charged with producing an
unranked list of a suitable number of candidates to the Search Committee by June 30.

Blue appointed
vice provost
Lynn "Chick" Blue was appointed as vice
provost and dean of Academic Services
and Information
Technology; she
served in an interim
capacity for the past
18 months following
the death of Robert
Fletcher.
Provost Gayle R.
Davis said Blue, university registrar for
30 years, brings great

depth of experience and a working history of
Grand Valley to the job.
"Lynn is completely devoted to the university
and its student-centered philosophy," Davis
said. "She has had occasion to learn about
most facets of the university over the course of
her years at Grand Valley. She brings energy
and dedication to everything she does, and she
meets challenges with solution-oriented optimism."
Blue started working at GVSU in 1968. Blue
was hired by Bruce Tweddale and said her
long friendship and association with him,
Fletcher and former Provost Glenn Niemeyer
prepared her well for her role as registrar.
"Each of those men took such great pride in
our university, its students and faculty and
each one encouraged me and took interest in

Lynn 'Chick' Blue

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

"That's why so many students are scared about their futures," he said.
"We are unable to paint a solid picture of what's going to happen."

my professional development. They served as wonderful role models and
mentors," she said.

David Rule, president of Muskegon Community College, said he often
runs into a problem with students refusing to leave Michigan to look for
jobs.

A national search for a new university registrar will begin soon, Davis
said.

"Michigan has a real sense of place," he said. "I have parents who worry
that their son or daughter will leave Muskegon."

College employment associations,
businesses network at conference

President Mark A. Murray said that while specific skills will allow students to get "a toehold" in the workforce, it's a liberal education that will
help them advance.

Representatives from Michigan colleges and businesses discussed and
strategized ways higher education and employers can partner to prepare
tomorrow's workforce.
More than 130 people
attended a joint
conference of the
Michigan Association
of Collegiate Career
and Employment
Services and the
Michigan Council
for Internships
and Cooperative
Education. Sponsored
by Grand Valley's
Career Services
Office, it was held
June 8 in the Kirkhof
Center.

"It's very hard to get a toehold in the economy if you don't have something to sell on your way out," he said. "But the ability to lead requires
liberal arts skills."
Other think tank panelists were John Macilroy, president and CEO of
the Michigan Maufacturers' Association; Anne Rosewame, president of
the Michigan Health Council; and Norman Christopher, of the GVSU
Sustainability Initiative.

WGVU's Furman inducted into
MAB Hall of Fame
Photo

oy Courtney Newbauer

Panelists discuss the state of higher education
and the country's economy during a joint conference of career services representatives and
business people. Standing is Matt Mclagan, vice
president for University Relations, who served as
the session moderator.

During a "think tank" roundtable discussion, participants said that the
changing economy creates uncertain futures and more cooperation
between business and educational institutions. George Erickcek, senior
analyst from the Upjohn Institute in Kalamazoo, said the challenge - particularly for career counselors - is that there is no "road map" to guide
students.
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GVFaces

Chuck Furman, former assistant general manager of WGVU, will be
inducted into the Michigan Association of Broadcasters ' Michigan
Broadcasting Hall of Fame. Furman, who retired from WGVU this year
after more than 30 years of service, will be honored at the MAB annual
meeting in July.
After receiving his master's degree in broadcast journalism at Penn State
University in 1966, Furman started working for PBS as a producer/director at WBGU at Bowling Green State University. While there, he also
served as production manager, operations manager, program manager and
acting general manager.

···--------------------------

Faite Mack, professor of education
Faite Mack needs little introduction. A faculty member at Grand Valley since 1972, Mack is a founder
of GVSU's largest graduate school, the College of
Education.
While Mack is a full-time instructor in the fall and
winter semesters, his summer workload takes him
to a more remote location: the Essan Region of
Thailand.

Other publications by the News and
Information Services Office include:

GVNOW
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu.

GRAND VALLEYIIGrand Valley Magazine is published quarterly

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

associates offer supplies
and are now supervising construction of an
orphanage.
"It's a different kind
of role," he said. "My
work here is strictly as
a professor while my
work there is more of an
administrator."
Faite Mack

In 1997, Mack started a foundation that supports the
education of underprivileged children there. As head
of a foreign enterprise, Mack said he has his work
cut out for him.

To see video features and daily campus
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication,

continues on page 3

"It's a real battle," he said. "When you're an outsider and you try to get things done in a developing
country, it's a challenge."
Public education is free in Thailand but prospective students in that extremely impoverished area
do not have access to backpacks, uniforms or other
supplies. Through the foundation, Mack and his

Mack averages about
three trips to Thailand
per year, generally staying abroad the entire summer
semester. His foundation is recognized by the government as the first foreign non-profit foundation in
Thailand.
His hobbies include gardening and raising Butterfly
Koi in his two backyard ponds. In April, Mack
received a Glenn A. Niemeyer Award, which recognizes faculty members for all-around teaching
excellence.
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What s Ahead
1

Camp shows girls STEPS
to engineering careers
Select middle school girls from throughout the
state will attend classes in aerodynamics, plastics technology and computer aided design, and
then use the skills to construct a remote controlled plane. It's the STEPS camp experience,
or Science Technology and Engineering Preview
Summer day camp at Grand Valley. Two sessions
will run June 19-22 and June 26-29.
The goal of the camp is to show young women
what it takes to become an engineer. STEPS is
tuition-free, created in 1997 at the University
of Wisconsin-Stout as part of an effort to attract
more women and minorities into the field of
engineering.
The program at Grand Valley is sponsored by the
Padnos College of Engineering and Computing,
and Regional Math and Science Center. This
year 's program has received funding and support from the Alcoa Foundation, Michigan Space
Grant Consortium and Grand Valley.
This is the fifth year that GVSU has sponsored
the STEPS program. Twenty female engineers
from Howmet Castings, an Alcoa business in
Whitehall, are involved in the STEPS program
and will provide a tour and participate in laboratory operations.

NASA expert to speak
at Grand Valley conference
Teachers and administrators can gain a firm
knowledge of civil society and citizen action
at Grand Valley 's Learning to Give Summer
Institute, sponsored by the College of Education.

The Summer Institute will take place June 19-21 ,
in the De Vos Center at the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus. A schedule of events and a list of
speakers is at www.gvsu.edu/coesummerinstitute.
The institute focuses on methods of academic
service-learning, combining service-learning in
the community and classroom learning.
Sheila G. Bailey, senior physicist in the
Photovoltaic and Space Environments Branch at
NASA's John H. Glenn Research Center, is one
of the keynote speakers. Bailey's presentation,
"Science Throughout the Curriculum," will be
given today at Celebration Cinema where participants will spend the afternoon and watch a
movie in the IMAX theater.
Another speaker, Joseph Kahne, will give his
presentation, "Teaching Democracy," Tuesday,
June 20, at the Gerald R. Ford Museum from
8-9:30 a.m.
Kahne is the director of the doctoral program
in educational leadership and research director
for the Institute for Civic Leadership at Mills
College. He publishes regularly in leading educational journals on the democratic purposes of
education and on urban school reform.

Farewell parties scheduled
for President Murray
Two farewell parties are scheduled this week for
President Mark A. Murray, who will leave Grand
Valley this summer to accept the position of
president of Meijer.

For more information, contact Rachel Siglow at
x12171 or siglowr@gvsu.edu.

VAGTC hosts seminar on
business in India
With a burgeoning middle class the size of the
entire U.S. population and a new and hopeful
relationship with the U.S. , India continues to
show up on many business radar screens. That
message is often mixed with stories about the
lack of infrastructure and speed of business within India. What is the truth?
The Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand
Valley will hold a half-day seminar on Thursday,
June 22, "Doing Business in India." It is aimed
at helping firms perform due diligence on this
promising market. Topics to be covered include
a macro-environment update ; industry highlights
on automotive, food processing, office furniture,
and light industrial; import and export processes;
and foreign investment and tax implications.
The featured speaker is Sumit Kumar, a former
Indian Customs deputy commissioner and undersecretary within the Ministry of Finance.
The seminar will be in the DeVos Center at the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The event begins at
7:30 a.m. with registration and continental breakfast. The program runs from 8-11 :30 a.m. The
fee is $125 for members and $225 for non-members. For more information, visit www.vagtc.org
or call x16811 .

A party in the courtyard of the De Vos Center is
scheduled from 3-5 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21 ;
and another on the Performing Arts Center north

Across Campus

···--------------------------

continued from page 2
In 1972, a colleague told Furman he was moving to Grand Rapids to help
start a PBS station, and he wanted Furman to join him. Furman moved and
worked to develop the initial operation components for WGVU, becoming the station's first program manager. Eight years later, Furman became
assistant general manager in charge of community relations, a position he held until his retirement.
Furman said he considers being a part of the
introduction of PBS to television viewers and
the community at large to be one of his greatest
accomplishments.

Chuck Furman

lawn on the Allendale Campus from 3-5 p.m. on
Thursday, June 22.

In 2004, Furman was inducted into the Silver
Circle of the Michigan Chapter of the National
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Advising council hosts conference
Grand Valley 's University Advising Council served as host for the second
conference for the Michigan Academic Advising Association on May 11
on the Allendale Campus.
About 120 advising professionals from 23 Michigan institutions participated in the conference: "Building Bridges: Connecting Colleagues and
Integrating Ideas."

Provost Gayle R. Davis
gave the welcome
address.
The keynote speakers
were Jillian Kinzie, from
the National Survey of
Student Engagement
Institute at Indiana
University Bloomington,
and David Rule, president
of Muskegon Community
College.

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Mccaul

Jillian Kinzie signs copies of her book for
conference participants.

Mileage reimbursement increases
Effective July 1, personal vehicle mileage reimbursement will be increased
for Grand Valley faculty and staff members. When traveling on university
business, mileage will be reimbursed at 44.5 cents per mile.
This new rate is effective for all travel that occurs after June 30. Travel
between now and June 30 will be reimbursed at the previous rate (40.5
cents per mile) regardless of when the travel and expense reimbursement
forms are submitted.
Questions can be directed to Kirn Suber at x12203.

Across Campus continues on page 4
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Maria Landon , affiliate professor of marketing, wrote two articles, "Yesterday's Woman
Is Today 's Powerful Purse" and "Does Oscar
Performance Affect Local Movie Theaters?"
published in the Grand Rapids Business Journal.

In the News
Grand Valley was mentioned in Workspan
Magazine for its selection as one of the "Best
Workplaces for Commuters."

Mary Schutten, associate professor of movement science, and her class served as volunteers
at the Greater Grand Rapids Hospice Walk and
Remember Event. This event helped raise more
than $130,000 for local support of Hospice.

Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a
story about the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

Sketches
Lisa Haynes, formerly director of facility
operations, was promoted to assistant vice president, Facility Operations for Pew Campus and
Regional Centers.

Stephen Blair, assistant professor of mathematics , gave a presentation, "Using Base Five as a
Context for Introducing Research Concerning
Children's Mathematical Thinking," at the
Mathematical Association of America regional
PMET Conference at Kent State University.

Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social
work, wrote a book review, "Kinship Care:
Pragmatism and Good Practice, in Adoption &
Fostering," published in the journal of British
Association for Adoption and Fostering. She also
gave a presentation on social work licensure at
Hospice of Grand Rapids.

John Kilbourne, associate professor of movement science, gave a presentation about
SPARKLE at the Department of Health &
Human Services' National Obesity Action Forum
in Bethesda, Maryland.
Ben Lockerd, professor of English, gave the
keynote address at the Modem English Society
of Korea Conference at Chungnam National
University in Daejeon, South Korea.

Jerry L. Johnson, associate professor of social
work, won the Warner, Norcross, and Judd
Purchase Award at the 2006 Grand Rapids
Festival Art Competition for his equine photograph, "Soul."

gave a presentation, "Effect of a Learning Trial
on Self-Selected Resistance Training Intensity,"
at the annual meeting of the American College
of Sports Medicine. He was also elected to
the executive council of the Committee on
Certification and Registry Boards for the
American College of Sports Medicine.
Rod Morgan, associate professor of biology, gave a presentation, "The Enrichment
and Identification of Diesel Fuel-Utilizing
Bacteria from Lake Sediments," at the 106th
General Meeting of the American Society for
Microbiology in Orlando, Florida.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation,
"Photochemical and Biological Fate of Carbon
in a Temperate Watershed," at the annual meeting of the American Society of Limnology
and Oceanography. AWRI staff member Scott
Kendall and three students were co-authors.
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor
of Classics, wrote an article, "Xenophon's
Hellenica in Procopius' Wars: Pharnabazus and
Belisarius," published in Greek, Roman, and
Byzantine Studies.

Steve Glass, professor of movement science,

···---------------------------

Across Campus
Retirees reconnect on campus

Bula loved ice fishing and enjoyed talking with Buck about quality management. When Bula returned to Krakow, he invited Buck to be one of
the keynote speakers at the university's annual MBA Congress, held May
19-20. Each of the university's MBA program partners were represented,
including Stockholm University, St. Gallen University (Switzerland) and
Grand Valley. The Krakow University of Economics is Grand Valley's oldest international education partner; an agreement between the institutions
was established more than 30 years ago.
Buck said he was flattered to be invited. The 1985 Grand Valley graduate
spoke to congress attendees about idea management and continuous
improvement.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

Nearly 100 GVSU retirees and their guests attended the Retiree Reception,
hosted by President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers at the Alumni House on
June 12. Through this annual event sponsored by University Development,
retirees reconnected with old friends and enjoyed updates on Grand
Valley presented by President Mark A. Murray.

A neighborly exchange: alumnus
travels to Poland for presentation
The traditional exchange between faculty at Grand Valley and a foreign
university expanded to neighbors when a GVSU alumnus visited Poland to
give a presentation at an international conference.
Keith Buck, director of quality assurance at Grand Rapids Phone
Technologies, befriended a dean from the Krakow University of Economics
when he moved next door to Buck while visiting GVSU during the winter
semester. Piotr Bula, dean of the School of Management, stayed in Mark
Schaub's home while he and his family are in Poland.
"I met Piotr while they stayed at Mark's house for six weeks," Buck said.
"We went ice fishing and had his family over to our house."

"It was a great opportunity," he said. 'Tm
thankful to Grand Valley
and its sister university."
Buck said while the
majority of Poland is
poor and underdeveloped, Krakow is a "tourist and university town ."

Photo courtesy of Mark Schaub

Keith Buck, a 1985 Grand Valley graduate,
speaks at a session during the MBA Congress at
the Krakow University of Economics in Poland.

"It's beautiful, very
cosmopolitan. The students are fluent in English. They stressed learning
English in the last decade, because it's the language of business," he said.
Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International Center, is teaching at
the Polish university as a Fulbright scholar. He'll return to Grand Valley on
July 3.

